
 
 

 
 
 
 

Local Government Act 1972 
Whalley Parish Council  

Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow Joint Burial Committee 
Members of the Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow Joint Burial Committee, you are summoned to a 

Meeting to be held on Wednesday 10th July 2024 in the Lower Garden Room, Whalley Old Grammar 
School at 7.00pm 

Signed:  EKHaworth 
Liz Haworth - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer, Whalley Parish Council 

 
Minutes 

Agenda items should be submitted to the Clerk seven clear days before the meeting. 
The Clerk will forward Councillors, all relevant information and supporting documents, 3 clear days 

before the meeting. 
 

Whalley Parish Clerk 
27 Waddow Grove 

Waddington, Clitheroe 
BB7 3JL 

M:07966 388843 
E:clerk@whalleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

1. To Elect a Chairman  
 Members proposed that Cllr Martin Highton be elected as Chairman of the WWBJBC. The 

vote was unanimous.  
 

68/24 

2. To Elect a Vice Chairman  
 Members proposed that Cllr Richard Vickers be elected as Vice-Chairman of the WWBJBC. 

The vote was unanimous. 
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3. Attendance & Apologies  
 Present: Cllr Allen, Cllr Chiappi, Cllr Highton (Chairman), Cllr Threlfall, Cllr Vickers. 

Apologies: Cllr Carlton, Cllr Heyworth. 
In Attendance: Liz Haworth, Clerk, Cllr Scholfield. 
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4. Declaration of Interests  
 There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary, other registrable and  

non registrable interests in items for discussion on the agenda. 
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5. To Approve the Minutes of the Previous WWBJBC Meeting  
 It was resolved to approve and confirm the accuracy of the Minutes of the meeting held 

10th April 2024. 
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6. Cemetery Clean Up Day  
 6.1 To receive an update on the cemetery inspection and maintenance day 26th June 2024. 

Ahead of the clean up day many plot holders were written to requesting that their plots be 
restored in line with Cemetery Policy. Most plots had been attended to removing non-
permitted items such as glass items, solar lighting, hanging items on spikes, and items 
placed outside of the memorial plinth. 
The plots that had not been attended to were managed by the committee in removing 
items, respectfully fastening them in marked bags for personal collection.  Dead flowers 
and broken planters were removed, tidying the plots and areas around. 
There are further plots that require attention and plot holders will be written to requesting 
that they restore their plots in line with cemetery policy. 
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6.2 It was resolved to approve the next inspection and maintenance day to be held 25th 
September 2024 to continue to maintain the burial ground to a high standard. 
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7. Cemetery Information & Rules Policy  
 It was resolved to approve and adopt the reformatted Cemetery Information & Rules Policy 

with a few minor amendments. This is available on the website 
https://tinyurl.com/WWBJBCCemeteryPolicy 
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8. Memorial Safety   
 Work on unsafe memorials is underway and repairs will continue throughout the summer. 

Owners must keep headstones in good repair and safe condition. The Cemetery will seek to 
recoup reasonable repair costs from grave holders. The Cemetery has the right to remove 
headstones that are not maintained. See Section 5 of the Cemetery Policy. 
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9. Cemetery Works   
 8.1 The quotation of £2550 to remove the spoil from the bottom of the graveyard was 

accepted and approved. 
 
8.2 The  quotation of £4200 to replace the existing path edgings of the lower pathside plots 
was accepted and approved. 
 
The path edgings along the pathside from plots 50 – 102 and PS004-009 will be replaced 
with new edging stones along with new chippings to replace the damaged edging stones to 
the existing pathside. 
 
The plot holders of this area will be contacted advising them of the  
works to be completed to return the area to a high standard. 
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10. Memorial Stones and Information Board  
 Members were informed by representatives of Barrow Parish Council that the intention 

with regard to the Memorial Stones and Information board is to home them in the recently 
acquired building in Barrow which will serve as a Village Hall. 
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11. Reports by Cllrs & Clerk as INFORMATION only – Not for decision  
 Items arisen, correspondence received since the last meeting for information only, that 

may result in a future agenda item.  
 
A complaint has been received from a new grave plot holder. 
The clerk will respond as instructed on behalf of the committee. 
 
The Committee discussed the role of Funeral Directors acting on behalf of bereaved 
families engaging on behalf of the cemetery must ensure that all new Grave Holders are in 
receipt of and understand and accept the terms and conditions of Cemetery Policy at time 
of procurement. The Burial Grant only permits the Exclusive Rights of Burial and, if 
purchased, the Right to Erect a Memorial. The plot holders must manage the plots in line 
with Cemetery Policy as laid out by the Cemetery owners, being Whalley, Wiswell & Barrow 
Parish Councils. Any area outside of the memorial is owned by the Parish Councils as the 
Cemetery landowners and as such have powers to act under the Parish Councils and Burial 
Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1970; sections 214 and 215 of, and Schedule 26 
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to the Local Government Act 1972; the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977 (SI 1977 
No 204) and the Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981. 
 
Grave Holders are routinely sent the Cemetery Policy along with Exclusive Rights of Burial 
Grant and/or Memorial Grants by the Cemetery once payment is received. 
 
The Committee will continue to manage the Cemetery in accordance with Cemetery Policy. 
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12. Financial Reports April, May & June 2024.  
 It was resolved to Approve Accounts, Payments, Receipts & Balances.  
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13. Next Meeting Dates  
 It was resolved to approve the next meeting date of Wednesday 9th October 2024 at 

7.00pm at Whalley Old Grammar School. 
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Meeting Closed at 8.30pm 

 

 

Signed by Chairman:               Date: 
Councillor Martin Highton 

 


